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             First Congregational Church of Rowley 
  175 Main Street, Rowley, MA – 978-948-3993 

 
Order of Worship Service  

Children’s Sunday, May 15, 2022  
Reverend Thomas Bentley 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Flowers on Communion Table, Sunday, May 15 

Given by Helen S. Dobbins in memory of her aunts, Helen and Nancy Somborger 
 

Deacons – Nicola Pyburn and Ken Sanford 
Lay Readers – Don Thurston, Gabby Hanson 

A/V – Jerry Schmidt 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Tom Bentley 
 

Call to Worship Gabby Hanson 
Leader: Jesus reminded the disciples 
People: Love one another as I have loved you. 
Leader: Jesus taught and witnessed to God’s love 
People: Love one another as I have loved you. 
Leader: Jesus encourages us to love each other with tenderness, compassion, and 
hope. 
People: Let us love one another as Christ loved us. AMEN. 

mailto:FirstChurchRowley@gmail.com


FirstChurchRowley.org May 15, 2022 FirstChurchRowley@gmail.com 
 2 

Opening Prayer: (in unison) Don Thurston 
Gracious and Loving God, we are grateful that you have called us together this 
day, drawing us from darkness to the glory of your light. May our spirits rejoice 
at the good news you have for us today. Open our hearts to your healing love, 
for we ask this in Christ’s Name. AMEN. 
 
Prayer of Confession: (in unison) Don Thurston 
Patient God, sometimes we are just too busy for our own good. We pledge 
ourselves to hectic schedules, demands on time, energy, and resources that 
erode all too quickly. We seem to be rushing through life. The cries of those in 
need often go unheeded in our blur of activities which sap our energy, our 
resources, our spirits. Slow us down a bit, Lord. Remind us again that we are 
responsible for the care of this world, for reaching out and offering your healing 
love. Help us to hear the words of patient love that you have for us. Remind us 
again of Jesus’ words to his disciples when he told them that they should love 
one another as he loved them. May we take time to bear witness to that love in 
all that we do. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN 
 
Words of Assurance: Rev. Tom Bentley 
Wherever you are, Christ is with you. You are beloved of God and God’s care will 
always surround you. Be at peace and rejoice! AMEN. 
 
Opening Song: “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart” Verse 1,3,4 NCH 55 

1. Rejoice, you pure in 
heart; 
Lift praises to the sky, 
Your festal Banner  
Wave with joy, 
The cross of Christ raise 
high! 
 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Rejoice,  
give thanks and sing 
 

3. With Voice as full and 
strong  
As ocean’s surging praise, 
Send forth the hymns  
the saints have loved,  
the psalms of ancient 
days 
 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Rejoice,  
give thanks and sing 
 

4. Yes, on through life’s 
long path, 
Still chanting as you go 
From youth to age, by 
night and day, in 
gladness and in woe 
 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Rejoice,  
give thanks and sing 
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New Testament Reading Don Thurston 
Acts 11:1-18 The Message 
The news traveled fast and in no time the leaders and friends back in Jerusalem 
heard about it—heard that the non-Jewish “outsiders” were now “in.” When 
Peter got back to Jerusalem, some of his old associates, concerned about 
circumcision, called him on the carpet: “What do you think you’re doing rubbing 
shoulders with that crowd, eating what is prohibited and ruining our good 
name?” 

So, Peter, starting from the beginning, laid it out for them step-by-step: “Recently 
I was in the town of Joppa praying. I fell into a trance and saw a vision: Something 
like a huge blanket, lowered by ropes at its four corners, came down out of 
heaven and settled on the ground in front of me. Milling around on the blanket 
were farm animals, wild animals, reptiles, birds—you name it, it was there. 
Fascinated, I took it all in. 

“Then I heard a voice: ‘Go to it, Peter—kill and eat.’ I said, ‘Oh, no, Master. I’ve 
never so much as tasted food that wasn’t kosher.’ The voice spoke again: ‘If God 
says it’s okay, it’s okay.’ This happened three times, and then the blanket was 
pulled back up into the sky. 

“Just then three men showed up at the house where I was staying, sent from 
Caesarea to get me. The Spirit told me to go with them, no questions asked.  So I 
went with them, I and six friends, to the man who had sent for me. He told us 
how he had seen an angel right in his own house, real as his next-door neighbor, 
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and get Simon, the one they call Peter. He’ll tell you 
something that will save your life—in fact, you and everyone you care for.’ 

“So, I started in, talking. Before I’d spoken half a dozen sentences, the Holy Spirit 
fell on them just as he did on us the first time. I remembered Jesus’ words: ‘John 
baptized with water; you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So, I ask you: If 
God gave the same exact gift to them as to us when we believed in the Master 
Jesus Christ, how could I object to God?” 
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Hearing it all laid out like that, they quieted down. And then, as it sank in, they 
started praising God. “It’s really happened! God has broken through to the other 
nations, opened them up to Life!” 

Call to Offering 
 

Moment of Music: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” PH 478 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above the Heavenly Host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

Children’s Sunday Celebration 
 

 Joys and Concerns | Pastoral Prayer 
 

 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 
 

Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colors, 
He made their tiny wings. 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all 
 

The purple-headed mountain, 
The river running by, 
The sunset and the morning, 
That brightens up the sky; 
 

The cold wind in the winter, 
The pleasant summer sun, 
The ripe fruits in the garden, 
He made them every one; 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all 
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The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

Gospel Reading   John 13:31-35     The Message                         Don Thurston 
When he had left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is seen for who he is, and God 
seen for who he is in him. The moment God is seen in him, God’s glory will be on 
display. In glorifying him, he himself is glorified—glory all around! 

“Children, I am with you for only a short time longer. You are going to look high 
and low for me. But just as I told the Jews, I’m telling you: ‘Where I go, you are 
not able to come.’ 

“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you, 
you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my 
disciples—when they see the love you have for each other.” 

Message: “‘If God says it’s okay, it’s okay.”                Rev. Tom Bentley 
 
Closing Song:  How Great is our God           https://youtu.be/cKLQ1td3MbE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The splendor of the King 
Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice 
And trembles at His voice 
Chorus: 
How great is our God, Sing with me 
How great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

And age to age He stands 
And time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead three in one 
Father Spirit Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb 
Bridge: 
Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing 
How great is our God 
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Wednesday 10am  Getting to Know Us, study group 
Thursday  3-6pm  Fellowship Thrift Shoppe Open 
 7pm  Al Anon 
Saturday 9am-1pm  Fellowship Thrift Shoppe Open 
 7pm AA 
Sunday 10am  Worship 
  (Sunday School 1st and 3rd Sunday) 
Monday & 9:30- 
Thursday 10:30am COA Fitness Group 
 
Wednesday,  
and Friday 1pm-2pm  YMCA Fitness Groups   
 
Wednesday, May 18  7pm Diaconate Meeting 
 
Thursday, May 19 9am COA Watercolor Painting Class 
 
Saturday, May 21 12-3pm Celebration of Life for Michael Glynn  
 
Sunday, May 22 11am Missions Meeting – after church  
 
Tuesday, May 24 6:30pm  Compassionate Care Network 
 
Wednesday, May 25 7pm  Trustee Meeting 
 
Sunday, May 29 10am Guest Pastor, Ian Holland from Swampscott 
  After Church conversation with Pastor Holland 
 
Monday, May 30  Memorial Day 
 
Save the date: Ezekiel Rogers Golf Tournament, September 17, 2022 
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