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             First Congregational Church of Rowley 
  175 Main Street, Rowley, MA – 978-948-3993 

 
Order of Worship Service  

Sunday, May 29, 2022  
Reverend Ian Holland – guest Pastor 

 

 
Flowers on Communion Table, Sunday, May 29 

Given by Sara Stafford in memory of my brother John Stafford 
and my mother Arlene Stafford 

 
Deacons Penny Hurley and Les Warren 

Lay Readers – Nicola Pyburn 
A/V –  

Welcome and Announcements       David Irving 
                      
Call to Worship        Nicola Pyburn 
Leader: Why do you look upward? 
People: Our Lord has been taken away into heaven.  
Leader: Look around you. What do you see? 
People: There are so many places where the love of God is needed. 
Leader: Look beyond you. Where will you go? 
Leader & People: Christ calls to go into the world, bringing God’s healing love to 
all. AMEN. 
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Opening Prayer: (in unison)      Nicola Pyburn 
God of mystery, part the veil that keeps us from seeing your full love and 
justice. Open our eyes to behold the risen Christ. Open our hearts this day, that 
our spirits may be with you a today as he is forever.  Focus our thoughts on the 
power of your salvation, that we may move beyond the mundane to 
contemplate the mysteries and wonders that emanate from your Grace. May 
we be found worthy of your great gifts, and may we be clothed with your power 
on earth as it is in heaven. Amen. 
 
Opening Song: ““O Beautiful for Spacious Skies  ” https://youtu.be/LIFlsPf2I3g 
(The music provided is a piano accompaniment.  Please join in singing after the 
verse is played in full.)   
O beautiful for spacious skies,  
For amber waves of grain,  
For purple mountain majesties  
Above the fruited plain!  
America! America!  
God shed his grace on thee,  
and crown thy good 
with brotherhood  
From sea to shining sea. 
 
 
New Testament Reading       Nicola Pyburn 
John 17:20-26             NRSV 

‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in 
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I 
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be 
one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely 
one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given 

O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thy alabaster cities gleam, 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America!  
God shed his grace on thee,  
and crown thy good 
with brotherhood  
From sea to shining sea. 
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me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know 
that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it 
known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.’ 

Call to Offering Rev. Ian Holland 
 

Moment of Music: “O God Our Help in Ages Past ” 
https://youtu.be/3uWFnYkgRlY 

 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above the Heavenly Host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Prayer of Dedication  
 Joys and Concerns | Pastoral Prayer 

 

 

O God, our help in ages past 
Our hope for years to come 
Our shelter from the stormy blast 
And our eternal home 
 
Under the shadow of thy throne 
Still may we dwell secure 
Sufficient is thine arm alone 
And our defense is sure 
 
Before the hills in order stood 
Or earth received her frame 
From everlasting thou art God 
To endless years the same 
 

A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun 
 
O God our help in ages past 
Our hope for years to come 
Be thou our guide while life shall last 
And our eternal home 
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The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 
Gospel Reading Acts 16:16-24 – NRSV    Nicola Pyburn 
 

Paul and Silas in Prison 
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a 
spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-
telling. While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves 
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you[a] a way of salvation.’ She kept doing 
this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I 
order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out that 
very hour. 
 

But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market-place before the authorities. 
When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, ‘These men are 
disturbing our city; they are Jews  and are advocating customs that are not lawful 
for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ The crowd joined in attacking them, and 
the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be 
beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them 
into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these 
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the 
stocks. 

 
Message: “ The Good News Is Not Good For Everyone It Seems” 

Rev. Ian Holland 
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Closing Song:  “Let There Be Peace On Earth” https://youtu.be/ti0HclGpL8E 
Sing entire song 2 times through 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our father 
We are family  
Let us walk with each other 
In perfect harmony. 
 
Benediction:              Rev. Ian Holland 

 
Please join Reverend Holland for Coffee and Conversation after the service 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
In peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, 
And let it begin with me. 
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Wednesday 10am  Getting to Know Us, study group 
Thursday  3-6pm  Fellowship Thrift Shoppe Open 
 7pm  Al Anon 
Saturday 9am-1pm  Fellowship Thrift Shoppe Open 
 7pm AA 
Sunday 10am  Worship 
   
Monday & 9:30- 
Thursday 10:30am COA Fitness Group 
 
Wednesday,  
and Friday 1pm-2pm  YMCA Fitness Groups   
 
Sunday, May 22 11am Missions Meeting – after church  
 
Tuesday, May 24 6:30pm  Compassionate Care Network 
 
Wednesday, May 25 7pm  Trustee Meeting 
 
Sunday, May 29 10am Guest Pastor, Ian Holland from Swampscott 
  After Church conversation with Pastor Holland 
 
Monday, May 30  Memorial Day 
 
Sunday, June 5 10am Worship service with Communion 
 
Sunday, June 12 11am Baby Shower honoring Salib family,  
  following Church Service 
 
Save the date: Ezekiel Rogers Golf Tournament, September 17, 2022 
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