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SEPTEMBER 2019
Worship Watch for September
Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday

Sunday, September 1st – Labor Day Sunday
Worshipping by the fire pit – weather permitting
Scriptures: Jeremiah 2: 4-13
Psalm 81: 1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14: 1, 7-14
Sermon: “the blind teach us”
Sunday, September 8th – Communion
Scripture:
Psalm 139: 14
Sermon:
“Discipleship”
Sunday, September 15th
Scriptures: Exodus 31: 7-14
1 Timothy 1: 12-17
Luke 15: 1-10
Sermon:
“Lost and Found”
Sunday, September 22nd
Scriptures: Jeremiah 8: 18 – 9:1
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2: 1-7
Luke 16: 1-13
Sermon: “Whom do you serve?”
Sunday, September 29th
Scriptures: Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6: 6-19
Luke 16: 19-31
Sermon:
“The Message”

DEADLINE for articles for June
the October issue of STEEPLE NOTES is
Saturday, September 15th

Sunday, September 1st
Outside worship - Weather permitting

Saturday,
September 7th
VBS
9am – 1pm
(Free!)
Sunday, Sept. 8th – OPEN HOUSE
& BBQ Follows worship
September 9th Cabinet Meeting

Wednesday, September 18th
6:00 – 7:00 pm
KERYGMA Bible Study
begins

Saturday, Sept.
21st – Dress-a-Girl
10am – 2 pm

6:30 Smores’ night

Musings from Rev. Lee
Fall greetings to you all! Thankfully we still have a few
more summery days to enjoy. Hope you’ve all had a good
summer enjoying this part of the world and gaining some
rest. Perhaps you’ll resonate better with the words from
Jeremiah 31: 25 (CEV) “Those who feel tired and worn out
will find new life and energy,” written sometime between 586
BC to 605 BC. Human beings have always experienced
weariness and needed renewal. Hope you have been able to
gain some as we have some good work to do this fall as the community of faith here in
Rowley.
During these summer months, many things have been happening behind the scenes.
One of the gifts is coming from the CE Board under the leadership of Patti Cummings and
Lori Flodman who have planned an “Open House” on September 8 to welcome the children
back to a Sunday School program with high hopes. I hope you received their postcard and
can join us and stay for the cookout that Mike Blouin and Neil Butler will host out by the
new firepit. See their article describing their vision for this year’s program and activities.
The Music Committee has also been at work through the summer seeking a new
organist/keyboardist to help us with our services. We are fortunate that 3 people have
stepped up to offer their services and will be rotating their presence and gifts throughout
the fall: Nancy Reed, Jane Wang, and Jeremy Silver. We will continue to enjoy the gifts of
the Inspirational Singers and instrumental musicians throughout the fall. I am very
grateful for these responses and the ways in which the wonders of music can fill our souls
to complement our spoken parts of worship.
The Missions Committee has also been quite busy and offered an Open Discussion
time on Aug 18 on ways to strengthen our circle of trust as we practice walking and talking
with one another and learning more about the different understandings of the challenging
situations in our world today and how we offer our responses to the teachings of Jesus.
They are looking forward to hosting a Round Table Discussion on Sept 15 on the complex
situation of the immigration crisis on our southern border. Are you aware of the difference
between the terms: “asylum” and “refugees”? Are you aware of the international laws that
guide our country’s responses? Have you studied the teachings of Jesus in Scripture that
call to us in how we care for our brothers and sisters? There are descriptives in his
teachings. Come and learn together. The Missions Committee will offer sandwiches and
refreshments.
As you can imagine, the Pastoral Search Committee has also diligently continued
their work in seeking the next settled pastor and I will continue to walk with you day by
day as we wait. Please see their article.
I give thanks for your choices to be a part of this historical faith community. I give
thanks for your willingness in this day and age to choose to worship with us and share
your time and talents to help us keep Christ’s light shining brightly for all who come
seeking a sense of God’s presence in this world. The love and forgiveness we practice with
one another is priceless. May we not lose sight of this gift to our community.
May God’s grace and love guide us as we continue to listen and share our love each day.
Peace to you all,
Rev. Lee

Adult Education Bible Study –
Rev. Lee has heard many express their hunger to do
some basic Bible Study. Her reply: "I've taught The
Kerygma Program at several churches and found that
everyone has been appreciative of the format and the
discussions."
Rev. Lees is suggesting that these studies be held on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of
each month from 6 - 7 PM. So we can order the workbooks, please add your name to
the sign-up sheet at Coffee Hour (following worship) or call the church office.
We’ll begin on September 18th.
If Wednesdays are not good for you, but you would like to join on another day, please
contact Rev. Lee directly: revlee4@gmail.com.
September 1st - Weather Permitting
Our 10 AM Worship Service
Jim Somers will play guitar to lead us in music
and we invite you to join us for an Outdoor
Service at the Fire Pit on the backside of the
church.
Please bring a Beach Chair ☺

“End of Vacation” Bible School
Free Community Event
For: children PreK – Grade 4
Saturday, September 7th
9 am – 1 pm
Then join us for the Children’s Presentation on Sunday, September 8th during 10:00
am worship service.

Sunday School and Youth
Group Open House and
BBQ
Sunday, Sept. 8th
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Join them to meet teachers, tour Sunday school, explore the curriculum, learn about Youth
Group and Nursery Care and PreK activities.

And be sure to pick up your Heifer Project bank to collect for
this mission project. More details to come.

S’More’s Night
Saturday, Sept 21st
@ 6:30 pm
FELLOWSHIP THRIFT SHOP
The shop has reopened, after taking July off and we’re excited about all the new and
gently used items that have come into the shop.
Stop by, check out our daily sales, make a purchase or two, even volunteer to assist
for a few hours….. it all benefits our church.
Donations should be brought to the shop ONLY during our
regular shop hours. Thank you.
SHOP HOURS:
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Thursday 3:00 – 7:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

FCCR Missions Committee
The Missions committee has had three meetings this summer with lots of participation
from the youth which is wonderful. We are hoping for more co-ordination between our group
and the CE / YG to effect more change in the community. We are looking to help local
charitable organizations; the students of the Triton School District; the Ukraine project; HAWC;
and making a connection to local immigration organizations.
We look forward to having conversations with the congregation on issues of immigration
and how we as a Christian community can respond to issues in conjunction with the UCC. We
will be having discussions about how to be a Greener church in September. Family Promise
North Shore had a training here and we have three new members trained and CORIED.
Please let us know if you would like to participate in work with Family Promise. Your
participation in Missions is greatly encouraged and appreciated.
…And always remember…
Your support produces returns that multiply over and over.
…Every little bit helps fulfill God’s Will. Thank you all for your support…

Pastoral Search Committee update
The Pastoral Search Committee has been actively interviewing candidates for our settled pastor
position. We have held a total of seven interviews. Of these, one person was brought back for a
second interview and we determined that the fit wasn’t right for our church. Another candidate is
interviewing in September for a second time. We have invited a third individual but are waiting for a
confirmation from this candidate that he remains interested. Two individuals declined further
interviews with us as they were in final stages of the selection process with other churches. One
individual declined due to personal reasons unrelated to the search and call process.
We appreciate that this process takes time, more time than we anticipated. We witnessed a dramatic
“slow down” of activity during these summer months. The MACUCC from whom we receive pastoral
profiles does not meet during the summer. As a result, no new profiles of candidates have been
forwarded to the committee for the last three months. In addition, scheduling second interviews has
been challenged by candidates who are on vacation or on sabbatical.
We are firmly committed to finding a pastor who will support our mission and work side-by-side with
us to grow our church and heighten its impact in the local community and wider church.
If you have any questions about the search process, please do not hesitate to contact me, or a
member of the Search Committee.
Nancy Schmidt, Chair
Committee Members
ᴥ Mark Behringer ᴥ Patti Cummings ᴥ Mame Delaney ᴥ Lori Flodman ᴥ Jen Loring ᴥ David Irving
ᴥ James Kay ᴥ Sara Stafford

NOTES…
And suddenly it’s September! What’s new? The Music Committee is celebrating the fact
that on almost every Sunday there will be an organist to provide music for worship through
December. Nancy Reed, our former organist, Jane Wang or Jeremy Silver will be at the
keyboard so the congregation won’t have to sing acapella. I must say, however, that our
congregation is quite proficient when put to the test! Congratulations on your musical tone and
spirit!!
The committee was forced into immediate action with the unexpected resignation of Luke
Parkin. We decided to take this opportunity to assess the musical needs and expectations for our
worship experience each week. A survey has been created and sent out to members requesting
input regarding their preferences in music style and content in worship. We will praise God. We
will pray to God. We will even question God. How can our congregation best accomplish this
musically on a week to week basis? Please respond to our survey by September 8th. There’s no
right or wrong answer. We are in a period of transition, once again, searching for a full time
organist. Are we on the right path? Telling us it doesn’t matter is not the way to get the job
done! Remember to respond by September 8th!
The Inspirational Singers will begin rehearsals on September 3 rd at 7:30PM in the music
room. Karl Schmuch both directs and participates in this devoted group of vocalists. The group
will once again become acapella proficient because it must. New members are welcome. It’s not
scary singing without accompaniment and it actually makes us listen to each other while
making music. We will be participating in Sunday worship services beginning on September
15th.
The music committee encourages instrumentalists to offer their talents to enhance
worship. We need dates you are available so that we can work you into the worship plan for that
date. Concert musicians are not required!! A desire to use your God given gift to praise the Lord
is all that’s needed. Speak to Karl Schmuch . We want to hear from you!
Praise the Lord!
Sing to the Lord a new song,
His praise in the assembly of the faithful!
Psalm 149:1
We are still aware that there is a hunger for a
contemporary style worship service. If you would
like to see them happen, would you please contact
Rev Lee?
We’ll schedule a meeting after church on Sept. 22
if there is enough interest.
Thank you,
Rev Lee

FCCOR Olde Tyme Country Fair
Sat., Nov. 23, 2019
9 AM to 2 PM
As I sit here composing this article during the second heatwave of
the summer, as I wilt in above 90 degree temps and bask in the air
conditioning, it’s hard to focus on the Olde Tyme Country Fair - but
focus I will.

So here we are again –
Saturday, Nov, 23rd –
the Saturday BEFORE
Thanksgiving
But as in all things, there will be changes. Some of our most valued people are making life style
changes and moving away – life happens, change is a part of life and we wish them well in retirement
but that doesn’t mean we’re not going to miss them!
Lisa and Sean Nestor have announced that they are downsizing
by putting their Hillside Street home on the market and will be
dividing their time between Florida and New Hampshire from
now on. Lisa and Sean have been part of this church family for
a long time and they will be missed as part of this church
community – NOT just as the Chairpersons of the OTCF Silent
Raffle Table. They took over the daunting task of replacing
Anne Hagopian as Silent Auction Chairperson when she and Bob retired a few years ago and have
done a fabulous job. This table has been and continues to be one of the most successful areas of the
fair each year. We are currently searching for a New chairperson – so we may be reaching out to you
– but we’re also thinking that putting together the multiple baskets that we’ve become used to over
the last few years could be an overwhelming burden to a new chairperson so we’re proposing a
change in the mechanics of soliciting donations:
We’re proposing that committees, boards, families or even individuals consider putting together a
basket or a contribution to be auctioned off at the Silent Auction Table – perhaps sporting event
tickets, a gift card for dinner out, a gift card for the North Shore Music Theatre, etc. would all be fun
ideas and take some of the pressure, both financially and artistically, off the new Chairperson. Think
about it! Get Creative. New, unused items, please! Think RE-GIFTING! If the Sun, the Moon and all
the stars are in alignment, we’ll have the name of the new Silent Auction chairperson in the October
Steeple Notes!
AND I’ve been told that Heidi and Jim Somers have put their Amesbury home on the
market, Jim has retired and they are off to Arizona – WOW! Jim and Heidi have of
course been part of FCCOR for many, many years - I believe Heidi was baptized
here and they were married here - but now that son James and daughter Elizabeth
are out on their own, Mom and Dad have decided to fulfill a long time dream and
head off to Arizona. We wish them well and will miss them –their presence in
worship each week as well as all they do for the church behind the scenes – not the least of which is

the Door Prizes for the fair. This addition was their brainchild years ago as a way, I believe, to
encourage people to stay at the fair just a little longer and perhaps partake in more purchasing,
additional raffle tickets, maybe lunch while they wait for the half hourly door prize ticket number to be
read. As one who runs a table in the Parish Hall –it really works. People really do wait for those
numbers to be read. That being said, I also have absolutely no idea what are in those gaily wrapped
door prize packages all provide by Heidi and Jim! So I’m putting out a plea for someone - or several
someone(s) - who might be interested in running the Door Prize area, perhaps while Heidi and Jim
are still here so they can give us some insight as to what has worked best in the past and their
recommendations for gifts etc.
But beyond these two major changes, we’re ever hopeful that the FCCOR Olde Tyme Country Fair
will run essentially as successfully as usual:
We hope that Kay will still head the Handcraft Table – obviously handcrafts are still needed! Susan
and Ariana will do the Raffle table – any idea for the Dollar Raffle?
Charlie and Liz will do the Coffee, Donuts and Sharon‘s Blueberry Muffins,
David Irving will be selling Cabot Cheese and Donna Books!
Hopefully Ken and Karl will be manning Zeke’s Country Store,
Maybe Chuck the popcorn and hot apple cider and
Santa Claus has already been invited – and those are just the folks I’ve already spoken to!!!
And then there’s the Jewelry Table – we need jewelry! The Bake Table – do you bake? the Plant
Table – sponsored by Country Gardens Florist, the Luncheon – they always need cooks, hopefully a
Kid’s Shopping Room, always a favorite and the ever popular Attic Treasures (in the Basement)
As we’ve said before, basically, we assume all who participated last year will do so again this year. If,
for whatever reason, you are NOT going to be able to run a table as you did last year, let us know
sooner rather than later so that we can start looking for coverage.
Bring your children, your grandchildren, your next door neighbor’s grandchildren!!!
SPAGHETTI SUPPER - And we assume there will be the 2019 version of the
very popular FCCOR Youth Group Spaghetti Supper at 5:00 – always a hit,
always great food, a great way to sit back, relax and enjoy time with friends
and family after a long day – We look forward to seeing you there!

Questions? Comments? Suggestions?? Give us a call or reach out to us
at church Susan and Charlie Hazen (2603) and Kay Dalzell (2674)

We are not human beings going through
a temporary spiritual experience
We are spiritual beings going through
a temporary human experience.

BIRTHDAYS
Sylvia Wood
Michael Harding
Claudia Umanita
Bryan Barry
Sally McRae
Jessica Savage
Dyann Angeloni
Shawn Eiras
Janet Powers
Joanne (Harrington) Ries
Hank Chase
Sharon Emery
Eilene Chadbourne
Rev. Bob Hagopian
Glen Pyburn
Tom Reed
Cameron Cummings
Louise DiMella
Abigail Dixon
Shawn Pinete
Ellie Manning
Debbie Confalone

9/1
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/6
9/8
9/9
9/10
9/12
9/15
9/15
9/15
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/21
9/23
9/5

ANNIVERSARIES
Dennis & Rhonda Ward
Glenn & Nicola Pyburn

This program will restart on Saturday,
Sept 21st here in our church.
Please call the church office 978-9483993 or Denise Gilman at the Rowley
Senior Center 978-948-7637 to sign up
or for a list of the materials needed.

LAY READERS – September
Sept. 1

Marge Thurston

Sept. 8

Patti Cummings

Sept. 15

Susan Hazen

Sept. 22

Doug Phillips

Sept. 29

Sharon Emery

PHONE NUMBERS TO KEEP HANDY

9/9
9/27

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
(following worship)

National Domestic Violence Hotline:
1- 800-779 - SAFE
24-hour Hotline (aka SafeLink):
1-877-785-2020

Weekly Hosts:
For 24-hour assistance in locating phone

September: Finance / Trustees

numbers of local services and shelters for

October: Missions / Memorials

battered men, women and children: 411

SEPTEMBER 2019
SUNDAY
1

MONDAY

2

Office Closed

RALLY DAY
10 am Worship w/
Communion
11 am Open House
BBQ

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

LABOR DAY 3

10 am Worship

8

TUESDAY

4
5
9am -1pm Thrift Shop 10 am COA Exercise 3-7 pm Thrift Shop
10 am GTKU
7:30 Search Comm

9
10
11
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift Shop 10 am COA Exercise
10 am GTKU

FRIDAY

6
7
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift Shop
9am – 1pm VBS

7:30 pm ALANON

7 pm Boy Scouts

12

13
14
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift Shop

7 pm CABINET

7 pm AA

2:30 – 5:30
SERVE SAFE CLASS

3-7 pm Thrift Shop
7 pm Scout Ldrs

SATURDAY

7 pm Missions Comm.
7:30 pm ALANON

7:30 pm Music
rehearsal

7 pm Scouts
7 pm AA

15
16
17
18
19.
10 am Worship
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift Shop 10 am COA Exercise
Round Table Discussion
10 am GTKU

20
21
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift Shop
10 am Dress-a-Girl

3-7 pm Thrift Shop
6:30 pm Music Comm.

6 pm Scrappers
7:30 Search Comm

7:30 pm Music
7 pm Finance/Trustee
rehearsal
22
10 am Worship

6 pm KERYGMA
7 pm Diaconate

7:30 pm ALANON

23
24
25
26
10 am COA Exercise 9am-1pm Thrift Shop 10 am COA Exercise
10 am GTKU
3- 7pm Thrift Shop

6:30 S’Mores’ Night
7 pm Scouts

7 pm AA

27
28
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift Shop

4 pm Wedding
7:30 pm Music
rehearsal
29
10 am Worship

5:30 pm Wedding
Rehearsal

7:30 pm ALANON

7 pm Scouts

7 pm AA

30
10 am COA Exercise

Use of church building
A reminder to our church family and friends. If you plan to be in the church building for any
reason and are not already part of a planned activity; please be sure that the church office
knows of your use BEFORE you arrive! All use of the church MUST be approved by the church
office.

Please note that the list of Officers, Boards, Committees is published in previous
newsletters.

