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         First Congregational Church of Rowley 
  175 Main Street, Rowley, MA – 978-948-3993 

 

Order of Worship Service  

Sunday, July 31, 2022  

Reverend Thomas Bentley 
  

 
From the gospel of Luke 12: 13-21 

 
 

Deacons – Paul Chang and Les Warren 

Lay Reader – Doug Phillips 

Audio Visual – Nancy Schmidt 
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Welcome and Announcements      Rev. Tom Bentley 

 

Call to Worship         Doug Phillips 

  

Leader: So many things draw us away from God. 

People: We are tempted by trinkets and gadgets. 

Leader: We place our interest in temporal things. 

People: But Christ calls us to a higher level. 

Leader: We are called to focus our lives on living as God would have us live. 

Leader & People: We are called to be open to ways of service and compassion. 

AMEN. 

 

Opening Prayer: (in unison)       Doug Phillips 

Bountiful God, who gives to us all that we need to sustain our lives: Open our 

hearts today to hear your words of compassionate justice, that we may focus on 

the ways in which you intend us to live and be of service to you by serving the 

world. In Jesus' Name, we pray. AMEN. 

 

Opening Song:  “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” https://youtu.be/JJJCx4jFOWQ 

 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart; 

rejoice, give thanks and sing; 

your orient banners wave on high, 

the cross of Christ your King. 

 

Refrain: 

Rejoice, rejoice, 

rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

 

Bright youth and snow-crowned age, 

Strong men and maidens meek, 

Raise high your free, exulting song 

God’s wondrous praise to speak  

(Refrain) 
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With ordered feet pass on; 

Bid thoughts of evil cease, 

Ye may not bring the strife of tongues  

Within the home of peace.  

 

(Refrain) 

 

With all the angel choirs 

With all the saints on earth 

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss 

True rapture, noblest mirth. 

 

(Refrain) 

 

 

New Testament Reading 

Colossians 3:1-11 The Message      Doug Phillips 

So, if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. 

Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the 

ground, absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up and be alert to 

what is going on around Christ—that’s where the action is. See things 

from his perspective. 

Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life—even though invisible 

to spectators—is with Christ in God. He is your life. When Christ (your real life, 

remember) shows up again on this earth, you’ll show up, too—the real you, the 

glorious you. Meanwhile, be content with obscurity, like Christ. 

And that means killing off everything connected with that way of death: sexual 

promiscuity, impurity, lust, doing whatever you feel like whenever you feel like it, 

and grabbing whatever attracts your fancy. That’s a life shaped by things and 

feelings instead of by God. It’s because of this kind of thing that God is about to 

explode in anger. It wasn’t long ago that you were doing all that stuff and not 

knowing any better. But you know better now, so make sure it’s all gone for good: 

bad temper, irritability, meanness, profanity, dirty talk. 

With voice as full and strong 

As ocean’s surging praise, 

Send forth the hymns our fathers 

loved, 

The Psalms of ancient days. 

 

(Refrain) 

 

Praise Him who reigns on high, 

The Lord whom we adore 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

One God for-ever-more! 

 

(Refrain 2x) 
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Don’t lie to one another. You’re done with that old life. It’s like a filthy set of ill-

fitting clothes you’ve stripped off and put in the fire. Now you’re dressed in a new 

wardrobe. Every item of your new way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with 

his label on it. All the old fashions are now obsolete. Words like Jewish and non-

Jewish, religious and irreligious, insider and outsider, uncivilized and uncouth, 

slave and free, mean nothing. From now on everyone is defined by Christ, 

everyone is included in Christ. 

Call to Offering 

 

Moment of Music: “Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace”  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console, 

To be understood as to understand, 

To be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above the Heavenly Host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Joys and Concerns | Pastoral Prayer 
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The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

Gospel Reading          

Luke 12: 13-21 The Message          Doug Phillips 

Someone out of the crowd said, “Teacher, order my brother to give me a fair 

share of the family inheritance.” 

He replied, “Mister, what makes you think it’s any of my business to be a judge or 

mediator for you?” 

Speaking to the people, he went on, “Take care! Protect yourself against the least 

bit of greed. Life is not defined by what you have, even when you have a lot.” 

Then he told them this story: “The farm of a certain rich man produced a terrific 

crop. He talked to himself: ‘What can I do? My barn isn’t big enough for this 

harvest.’ Then he said, ‘Here’s what I’ll do: I’ll tear down my barns and build 

bigger ones. Then I’ll gather in all my grain and goods, and I’ll say to myself, Self, 

you’ve done well! You’ve got it made and can now retire. Take it easy and have 

the time of your life!’ 

 “Just then God showed up and said, ‘Fool! Tonight, you die. And your barnful of 

goods—who gets it?’ 

“That’s what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not with God.” 

Message: “Giving Away Self to Make Room for the Holy One” 
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Closing Song   “Lord Make Us Instruments of Thy Peace” 

https://youtu.be/f3FzZ1VB8m4 

 

Refrain 

Lord, make us instruments of Your peace 

Where there is hatred, let Your love increase 

Lord, make us instruments of Your peace 

Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease 

When we are Your instruments of peace 

 

Where there is hatred, we will show His love 

Where there is injury, we will never judge 

Where there is striving, we will speak your peace 

To the millions crying for release 

We will be Your instruments of peace 

 

Refrain 

 

Where there is blindness, we will pray for sight 

Where there is darkness, we will shine Your light 

Where there is sadness, we will bear their grief 

To the millions crying for relief 

We will be Your instruments of peace 

 

Refrain 

 

Benediction:      Rev. Tom Bentley 
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