First Congregational Church of Rowley, United Church of Christ
The Order of Morning Worship
Drive in Service -90.3 FM — August 30, 2020 @ 10am

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Tom Bentley
Call to Worship (Exodus 3, Matthew 16) Nicola Pyburn

Leader: God calls us from a burning bush.
All: We are standing on holy ground!
Leader: The Spirit calls us to proclaim
God’s name to all generations.

All: We are standing on holy ground!
Leader: Jesus calls us from the cross:
come and follow me.

All: We are standing on holy ground!

God declares, “I AM WHO | AM.”

The God of our ancestors is with us today.

God is our God, from generation to generation.
Let us worship God on this holy ground!

Let us worship God on this holy ground!

Opening Song “In the Cross of Christ | Glory” (see attached lyrics)

New Testament Reading Nicola Pyburn
Romans 12:9-21. The Message

Love from the center of who you are; don’t fake it. Run for dear life from evil; hold
on for dear life to good. Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second
fiddle.

Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master,
cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the harder. Help needy
Christians; be inventive in hospitality.

Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your happy friends
when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get along with each other;
don’t be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be the great somebody.
Don’t hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you’ve got it in you, get along with
everybody. Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for you to do. “I'll do the
judging,” says God. “I'll take care of it.”

Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch,
or if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him with goodness.
Don’t let evil get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.
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Moment of Music TBD
Joys and Concerns (prayer requests can be texted to 978-973-2362)
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever, Amen.

Gospel Reading Nicola Pyburn
Matthew 16:21-27. The Message

Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now necessary for him to go to
Jerusalem, submit to an ordeal of suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be
killed, and then on the third day be raised up alive. Peter took him in hand,
protesting, “Impossible, Master! That can never be!”

But Jesus didn’t swerve. “Peter, get out of my way. Satan, get lost. You have no idea
how God works.”

Then Jesus went to work on his disciples. “Anyone who intends to come with me
has to let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; / am. Don’t run from suffering;
embrace it. Follow me and I'll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice
is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self. What kind of deal is it to get
everything you want but lose yourself? What could you ever trade your soul for?
“Don’t be in such a hurry to go into business for yourself. Before you know it the
Son of Man will arrive with all the splendor of his Father, accompanied by an army
of angels. You'll get everything you have coming to you, a personal gift. This isn’t
pie in the sky by and by.

Message: “In the Cross of Christ | Struggle”

Benediction: Rev. Tom Bentley
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“In the Cross of Christ | Glory

In the cross of Christ | glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;

All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,

Never shall the cross forsake me,
Lo! It glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,

From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified;

Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.
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