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February 2020
Worship Watch for February
Worship at 10:00 AM every Sunday

Sunday, February 2nd
Scriptures: Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12
Sunday, February 9th
Scriptures: Isaiah 58:1-9a
Psalm 112:1-9 (10)
1 Corinthians 2:1-12(13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20
Sunday, February 16th
Scriptures: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 119:1-8
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21 -37

Sunday, Feb. 2nd

Saturday, February 8th
8:00 – 9:30 am
Pancake Breakfast

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26th
Sunday, February 23rd
Scriptures: Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

DEADLINE for articles for March issue
of STEEPLE NOTES is
Wednesday, February 15th

Church Mouse
signing off!

Monday, February 17th
– office closed
ASH WEDNESDAY
February 26th

“Pressing the Start-up Button”
The new year 2020 is only a few days old, and here I am in a
completely new situation. The newly called pastor of the First
Congregational Church in Rowley. I am trying to catch my breath
and figure out the new scene. Much of it has been fun and
enjoyable. Some of it confusing. All of it a new adventure.
I tend to use a “to do” list to keep organized. This logical approach is
helpful in a familiar situation, but it doesn’t work that well in a
circumstance you don’t understand. It’s difficult to plan if you don’t know what you’re planning about.
Sometimes to get focused in life one needs a little divine nudge. I think this might have happened a
week ago. I went to turn on my Apple laptop, which is eight years old, and suddenly it started acting
oddly. It kept turning on and shutting off- turning on and shutting off. Finally, it came on, and the
screen was split, the images confused, and things weren’t where they belonged.
I took the unit to my IT man, and he told me the bad news. The logic board was not working properly.
Since then it’s been an expensive journey to purchase a new Apple MacBook Pro computer. I’ve
been downloading all this new stuff I need. The pace has been a bit razzle dazzle.
So where is the divine message? This morning I chuckled as it came to me. “Tom you can’t rely on
logic in this start-up”. All this new stuff has blown out my personal “logic board” as well as the logic
board in my old computer.
Sometimes we have to suspend the confidence we find in logical thinking. Sometimes in life we have
to lean more on intuition and emotion.
Meeting new folks for the first time calls for intuition and not a lot of logic. Logical thinking alone
comes from the head, and sometimes this can shut off the heart. Understanding a community is not
about logic alone. It requires the counsel of the Holy Spirit.
So, thank you God! Thank you for all the confusion of this new start -up ministry! Thank you for all the
emotional mix of new feelings and new encounters!
My prayer of petition therefore is this. “God keep my mind open to new possibilities. Keep me
confused so I don’t have all the answers. Keep me off balance so I have to be a good listener. Never
let me grow too satisfied with my own logical point of view.’
Grace and Peace to You All
Rev. Tom

The Missions Committee has committed to supporting local outreach to Pinegrove
School and Triton Middle/High School. The school nurse requested underwear,
leggings, and sweatpants in sizes ranging from children's small to adult medium.
To date we have received $60 to purchase items and 6 pairs of leggings.
Thank you! Donations are still being gratefully accepted. Purple drop box is near the
kitchen.

All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast!
Saturday, February 8, 2020
8:00 am – 9:30 am
Pancakes • Toppings • Bacon •
Heart-Healthy Turkey Sausage •
Coffee • Juice • More!

$9 Adults • $6 Children & Seniors
First Congregational Church of Rowley • 175 Main Street
(Rt. 1A), Rowley, MA 978-948-3993

After eighteen years here, I find it is time for me to retire! So as of
February 29th, I am retiring (really)! I will no longer be serving this church as
its Administrative Assistant! However, I am not leaving Rowley.
I am very grateful to this church and all its members and friends who have
patiently supported me as I have adjusted to the changes along the way….. new
leadership; ministers going and coming; the introduction of and use of
PowerPoint to regular worship; and the youth! I am keenly aware of how time
flies when I see one of the youth who were mere toddlers when I first arrived
and now so many are off to college….. some are even married with children!
Of course, I have mixed emotions about leaving but am confident that the
First Congregational Church of Rowley will
survive and even thrive with its new
leadership. I pray that you welcome and
support the new person(s) who will be
working in the office and whether it is a
woman or man; young or old; or someone you
know of someone you get to know I know
that you will give them your support and
keep them in your prayers as you have for
me over the years.
I’ll be praying for all of you, too!
Love ya
Kathy Olmsted

After Christmas vacation we welcomed the children back and
classes are in full swing with our winter curriculum. New
students are welcome at any time. We do take some
Sundays ‘off’ from class work….When public schools are on
vacation; but our children and youth are always welcome in
worship!
Thank you to Liz Butler and Lori Flodman for directing the Christmas Pageant again
this year. It was thrilling to see “children” of all ages acting out the story of Jesus’ s
birth.
A huge thank you to members of the CE board- Amy Hanson, Patti Cummings, Lori
Flodman, James Kay, and Paula Traicoff, as well as Dave Flodman and Roger Merry
for thoroughly cleaning out the CE wing. Please stop by and look through the rooms
that are now ready for our young people to learn and grow in!
Please no donations to the CE wing without talking with a CE board member first.

Youth Groups annual fundraiser for the Local Food Pantry.
Please
bring a non-perishable food item or other item that would be
appreciated by those struggling. YES, we also accept your
monetary donations.

YES, ALWAYS NEED VOLUNTEERS!
The weather outside may be colder, but the hearts of our Thrift Shop workers are warm! Stop by,
take a few moments to check through our ever-changing inventory and pick up that “I
can’t live without item” and help the church in the process.
Remember that our hours have changed slightly. We now close at 6 PM on Thursday nights.
We still take donations (during our business hours) of new and gently used clothing; household items,
linens and such. After checking them over, we display what we can and send what we can’t sell on to
other non-profit groups.
shop hours: Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Thursday 3:00 – 6:00 pm NOTE CHANGE
and Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 pm

Storm
Cancellations

BIRTHDAYS
Gidget Roberts
Alexandra Flodman
Patti Cummings
Hannah Conrad
James Somers III
Joanne Blouin
Marie Grover
Ken Sanford
Nancy Hill
DeDe Todd

2/2
2/11
2/13
2/14
2/14
2/19
2/21
2/21
2/22
2/28

In the event of a
Saturday night or
Sunday morning
snowstorm or blizzard
this winter, you can check the following TV &
Radio stations, as well as their websites, for
worship service or event cancellation
notifications.
WBZ-TV 4 / WBZ News Radio 1030 (AM dial)
/ website: boston.cbslocal.com/tag/schoolclosings/
WCVB-TV 5 / website: www.wcvb.com

Have we missed a birthday or anniversary?

Do we have your name correct?
Please contact the church office to help us keep
our list up to date. Thank you!

LAY READERS – February
February 2
Nancy Schmidt
February 9
(Youth)
February 16
Penny Hurley
February 23
Sharon Emery

February 26th

Ash Wednesday is a Christian holy day of
prayer and fasting. It is preceded by Shrove
Tuesday and falls on the first day of Lent,
the six weeks of penitence before Easter.
PLEASE do not adjust the thermostats in the
church – most of them are pre-programed
based on our schedule of use.
If you MUST adjust the temperature for any
reason NEVER hit ‘hold’ as the heat will not
revert back and we send $$$$ out the
windows!

THANK YOU!
FELLOWSHIP HOUR
(following worship)

Weekly Hosts:
February Hosts: Missions & Memorials
March Hosts: Finance / Trustees

FEBRUARY 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1
9 am-1 pm Thrift Shop

7 pm AA
2 Souper Bowl of Caring 3
4
10 am Worship &
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift
Communion
Shop

5
10 am COA Exercise
10 am GTKU

6
3-6 pm Thrift Shop

7
8
10 am COA Exercise 8 am PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
9 am-1pm Thrift Shop

7:30 pm ALANON
4 pm PRC
7 pm Scouts

7 pm AA

7:30 pm Music
rehearsal
9
10 am Worship

10
11
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift
Shop

12
13.
10 am COA Exercise 9 am NE Area Peer
10 am GTKU
Support Team

4 pm Youth Group

3-6 pm Thrift Shop
7pm Scout Ldrs

17
18
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift
Shop
PRESIDENT’S. DAY
CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

7 pm AA

7pm Diaconate

7:30 pm Music
rehearsal
16
10 am Worship
NO Sunday school

14 Valentine’s Day
15
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift Shop

7:30 pm ALANON

19
20
10 am COA Exercise
10 am GTKU

21
22
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1 pm Thrift Shop

3-6 pm Thrift Shop
6 pm Scrappers
7 pm AA

7:30 pm Music
rehearsal
23
10 am Worship
NO Sunday school

24
25
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1pm Thrift
Shop

7 pm Diaconate

7:30 pm ALANON

26 ASH
27
WEDNESDAY
10 am COA Exercise
10 am GTKU
3-6 pm Thrift Shop
7 pm
Finance/Trustees

7:30 pm Music
rehearsal

7 pm Scouts
28
29
10 am COA Exercise 9 am-1 pm Thrift Shop

7 pm Scouts

7:30 pm ALANON
7 pm AA

Use of church building
A reminder to our church family and friends. If you plan to be in the church building for any
reason and are not already part of a planned activity; please be sure that the church office
knows of your use BEFORE you arrive! All use of the church MUST be approved by the church
office.

