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PASTORS CORNER

     It’s time to prepare for the holidays! What does that mean at your house?
Maybe you’re crawling through the attic to dig out  decorations… or flipping
through old cookbooks for time-honored recipes… or testing the time-
honored air mattress to see if it’ll still hold Uncle Bob.

     There’s so much to do that if we don’t savor the preparation part, we
might miss what the season has to offer! Aren’t some of the best memories
made while fixing meals, baking goodies or hanging lights while singing
along to Bing Crosby?

     It’s true for our spiritual lives as well. On Sunday Nov. 30, we begin the four-
week journey of Advent. It’s a holy season of preparation for the coming of
Christ. In Advent, we recover a shared path, one trodden by ancestors who
knew the way.

     By design, each week of Advent reinforces a disposition of the heart. We
could call them habits. They’re ingrained ways of feeling, thinking, believing
and responding so that God’s grace is perceived, channeled, appreciated
and manifest. 

     Such habits lead to what we call, “Christian virtues.” As we weave them
through rituals and practice, they clothe our souls and better our community
for Christmas and  all the years ahead.

     I hope you can join us Sundays at 9:30 AM as we sing hymns, light Advent
candles and train our hearts. The sequence goes like this:

                     Nov. 30: The Hope Habit 
                     Dec. 7: The Peace Habit
                     Dec. 14: The Joy Habit
                     Dec. 21: The Love Habit
                     Dec. 24, 7:00 PM: The Christ Habit

     Enjoy the blessings of Advent, friends. May our shared journey lead to a
higher place.

Rev. Jeff

REV. JEFF MACDONALD

HABITS OF THE HEART GET FORMED IN ADVENT



Pancake Breakfast
The Purpose, The Team and the Results

Each month, September through April, our church hosts a
warm and welcoming pancake breakfast that has become a
beloved tradition in our community. The smell of fresh
pancakes, sizzling toppings, bacon, eggs and hot coffee fills
the air as families, friends, and neighbors gather to share a
delicious meal. Beyond the food, it’s the sense of connection
that makes these mornings so special—people linger at tables,
swap stories, meet new faces, and experience fellowship in a
relaxed, joyful setting.

This breakfast is not a fundraiser, but it serves a greater
purpose: building community and extending hospitality to
anyone who walks through our doors. It creates a space
where everyone is fed—both physically and spiritually.

A heartfelt thank-you goes to the incredible team of
volunteers who work diligently behind the scenes each
month. Their planning, early mornings, and unwavering
dedication make this gathering possible, and our church is
deeply grateful for all they do.

The team includes:

Mark Beringer
Neil Butler
Stone Butler
Eric Fila
Noah McDonald
Eric Gundrum
Bev Phillips
Ken Sanford
Jerry Schmidt











Happy
Birthday

12/14 Pam Sanford

12/16 El izabeth "Liz"  Butler

12/21  Karen Merry

12/25 Rhonda Ward

12/30 Margaret Niska

12/30 Matthew Blouin



Happy

DECEMBER 16  TH

ELIZABETH (SOMERS) & BRADLEY REEP

Anniversary



Many Hands make light work

January – Compassionate Care Network
February – Thrift Shop

March - Diaconate
April – Missions

May – Music Committee and Inspirational Singers
June – Finance/Trustees

July – Thrift Shop
August - None

September – Missions
October – Finance/Trustees

November - Diaconate
December – Music Committee and Inspirational Singers.

After Church Fellowship Assignments

Steeple Notes Entry Schedule 
January -Compassionate Care Network
February - Missions 
March - Deacons (including Christian Ed.) 
April - Finance/Trustees 
May - Music Committee
June - The Thrift Shop 
July - Pastoral Relations Committee 
August - Getting to Know Us
September - Golf Tournament & Flower Committee
October - Old Tyme Country Fair 
November - Community Dinner Team 
December - Pancake Breakfast Team 

Welcoming additional entries as needed!



Rev. Jeff’s 25

Anniversary of

Ordination

th



Events
AT A GLANCE

175 MAIN STREET ROWLEY MA 01969

8TH CONGREGATIONAL/CABINET MEETING

24TH

WED EVERY WEEK  - GETTING TO KNOW YOU (

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST13TH

SUN LAST SUNDAY MONTHLY - DEATH CAFE

30TH COMMUNITY CAFE

24TH CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE



PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

SATURDAY DEC 13 8-9:30 AM

$10 PER PERSON
CHILDREN UNDER 12 EAT FREE

FIRST CHURCH OF ROWLEY
175 MAIN STREET
ROWLEY MA 01969





Wednesday 
December 24  2025th

7:00 PM

A CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

Christmas Eve
Please join us for 

First Congregational 
Church of Rowley

175 Main Street
Rowley MA 01969



Community Cafe
TUESDAY DECEMBER 30TH

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

FIRST CHURCH OF ROWLEY

175 MAIN ST
ROWLEY MA 01969



GETTING TO
KNOW US

MEETING 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 

10:00 AM -  12:00 PM

CORINTHIAN ROOM

175 Main Street
 Rowley MA 01969

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E




