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the Future.
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The donkeys wait as we walk down the
ferry’s gang plank with our luggage.
We are at the island of Hydra,
(pronounced hee-drah in Greek).

There are no cars on the island so
everything must be transported by
animals. Visiting here is tumbling
back thousands of years into the past.

This is the hottest summer on record,
and our long walk to our lodging is
slow and exhausting. There is no shade
nor any breeze.  Hydra is 
positioned in the Peloponnesian
archipelagoes so that the Attica
peninsula shields the wind.

The pace is slow not only because of
the heat. The steep incline up the
hillside is arduous in any weather.

I’m in good shape, but I’m not a young
guy. On the way up I note even the
children are walking slowly. 

After a number of days as a guest, I
begin to understand the flow of life
here is not only because of the
weather. It is because of the deep
vision that instructs all who come to
visit this amazing culture.

Hydra attracted many American ex-pats.
The most noted is Leonard Cohen, who
made this his second home. You can
feel in his songs and poetry the
abiding wisdom of this sacred place.
In his most famous song “Suzanne” he
sings  
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And Jesus was a sailor when he walked upon the water
And he spent a long time watching from his lonely wooden tower

I look up at the high points of the island’s steep hills and there
are lookout towers once used to sight the ships of invading tyrants. 

Athens is the next stop in my journey.  I leave the quiet of Hydra
and tumble into a vibrant metropolis of millions of people. Yet,
right in its center, high up, is an another sacred promontory from
where all can look out for many miles.

This is the Acropolis - an astounding temple complex. This place is
more than a bunch of ruins. It is the spiritual and intellectual
center if democracy.
Here this experiment in governance was born. For about 200 years, the
Athenians held political control in the region, but this declined,
and for the subsequent twenty centuries this place was conquered,
humiliated, sacked, and sometimes enslaved- but the conquerors never
destroyed the Acropolis until a miss- placed cannonball in 1687 blew
it to pieces.  Yet even after that it was partially rebuilt. The
restoration continues to this day. 

So does the restoration of our democracy.  America is a newborn child
compared to our ancient parents. We need to be up on the high places
watching for the invasion of the tyrants.  We need to slow down and
feel the ancient pace of truth.  Only then can we preserve this
precious inheritance.
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Summer Giving Letter
A couple of weeks ago, our 2023 summer
giving letter, went out. It was written
by Jerry and Nancy Schmidt. 

Between Angie, Judy and Eric they were
able to prepare the mailing and sent
out over 200 letters.  

The letter was well written and
depicted clearly how First Church
Rowley has been living up to its new
mission statement.

From the letter:  

 “...A voice of hope serving the
community...What does that mean,
exactly? It means faithfully walking
together, celebrating life’s gifts,
being together in prayer, and
supporting one another during
challenging times. It means prayerfully
searching and seeking guidance for how
to live our lives individually and
together as a faith community. Let’s
face it, sometimes we are confused,
scared, lonely. A voice of hope says:
“You are not alone; I am with you; I am
praying for you, I will call to check
on you, I will bring you a meal, I will
give you a ride, I will take you to
your doctor’s appointment, I will visit
you in the hospital; I will walk with
you as you heal.” Jesus said, “Truly I
tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.” Matthew
25:40"

The letter, in its entirety can be read
on the following page.

If you have not already, please
consider making a donation to First
Church Rowley today. Your support IS
also an example of a voice of hope,
serving the community. We thank you! 
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Wear Your Green T-shirt to Church Day
August 13, 2023
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We held 4 Family Movie Nights during the summer and had so
much fun that we’ve decided to continue monthly throughout the
year! We dished up Olde Town Ice Cream and only had a couple
of technical glitches… Come join us on the 2 nd Friday of each
month, beginning September 8 th . Movie is to be determined
(we welcome requests).

Missions Committee

Back by popular demand – The
Bookworm Café! 

Planning is underway for 2
Cafes this year – October 21
st and March 16 th . As
usual, we will have
appearances from local
authors and will be selling
used books and yummy food.
If you know of an author who
may want to participate,
please let us know.

The Community Café is also
back, beginning September 27
th and repeating on the last
Wednesday of each month,
from 8:30 – 10am. 

Our next Missions Walk will
be September 7 th at
Appleton Farm at 1pm. The
walks are brief and not
strenuous, and it’s a great
way to connect with nature
and each other.

The coffee is outstanding – thanks to generous support from
Rowley’s own gourmet coffee roaster Burwell Beans. The baked goods
are all home made and everything is free!
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9/8/23
10/13/23
11/10/23
12/8/23
1/13/24
2/10/24
3/9/24
4/13/24
5/11/24
6/8/24

DRAFT List of Upcoming Missions Events

Monthly Movies - 1x per month, on the 2nd Friday

Food Drive

9/27/23
10/25/23
11/29/23
(skip December)
1/31/24
2/28/24
3/27/24
4/24/24
5/29/24

Community Cafe Resumes in September and continues
on the last Wednesday of every month

Bookworm Cafe 
10/21/23
3/16/24

Info and date pending

Missions Walks
Continue monthly missions walks. the next one is Sept 17 at
Appleton Farm.

Refuge Crisis
We are also working on finding a guest speaker to talk about the
ongoing refugee crisis



Golf! Golf! Golf! 

Flowers

Back To School
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End of Summer Video Presentation  

There’s still time! I am finalizing the end of summer
presentation video.  It’s a compilation of all of  the
pictures you have sent me thus far.
 
You still have one more week to submit any pictures
you’d like to include if you haven’t sent yours already.  

Please send me (Angie) vacation, getaway or summer
happening pictures of yours that we can include - it
will be fun!  

The Ezekiel Rogers Annual Golf Tournament is an all church
event! Volunteers are needed on the course for contest, silent
auction baskets, sponsorships and golfers. All church event!

If you are interested in dedicating a flower arrangement, please
contact the office and/or Debbie Confalone:   dconfalone@comcast.net 

For September's Steeple Notes, we had asked you to
share back to school memories, traditions or
preparations your family took part in each year.
While we didn’t receive enough entries, to support a
‘Back to School’ theme, here is the single entry
submitted:   

From the Butler Family - The best way to end
the first day of school is by enjoying
homemade chocolate chip cookies with milk
while talking about the best and worst part
of the day! It continues to be a tradition
even though there are only two of us with a
first day now...Stone and Neil get to enjoy
the cookies:)!   
Liz 

Prayers and blessings for those embardking upon a new school year! 
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September 30th 
November 4th

A performance venue
hosting seldom heard
instruments, varied music
and spoken word.

Saturdays:

We are pleased to be the
host site for these
exciting events!

Cost: $10.00 per person
Performances begin at
7:00 PM

For more information,
please visit Bluebird
Performance on Facebook.

On right, pictures from
the August 26th
performance, which was
held in the sanctuary.
Photo courtesy of Jerry
Schmidt. 

Blue Bird 
Performance Venue
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Christian Ed

Christian Ed is putting together a CE Program for next year,
which will be based on attendance and participation. We are
also working with the Butlers, Blouins and Lisa Stevens to
put together a Kickoff Community BBQ (see attached flyer),
for October 1st.

Further updates will be communicated via church bulletin and
slideshow.  
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Thursday Nights at 7:00 PM Weekly

Welcoming anyone who wants to pray for others,
themselves, or simply be among
those who pray. All are welcome to participate
and/or submit a prayer request.

Sponsored by the Compassionate Care Network
Facilitators: Angie Estevez, Patti Cummings,
Nancy Schmidt

Prayer Ministry 

Prayer List

The name and contact info of the person
making the request.  
We also need to know whether or not the
person/family requires follow up from
Reverend Tom, the CCN or Diaconate.

The church is updating the way that the prayer
list is administered.  

When making a request, please include the
following information:  

As of September 1st, requests will be listed
for approximately 30 days and then
automatically removed, unless you indicate
that you'd like the prayer request  listed
until a specific date or an undetermined
amount of time. 

Please extend your grace, as we work on
streamlining this process. We might
inadvertently remove a name or request
accidently. If this happens to your noted
name/request, please feel free to reach out
and we'll gladly place your name/request on
the list.   
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After Church Fellowship 
Board/Committee Assignments
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January – Compassionate Care Network
February – Thrift Shop
March - Diaconate
April – Missions
May – Music Committee and Inspirational Singers
June – Finance/Trustees
July – Thrift Shop
August - None
September – Missions
October – Finance/Trustees
November - Diaconate
December – Music Committee and Inspirational Singers.

Pastry or treat 1st and 3rd Sunday
Updated Schedule

*The schedule will be posted at coffee hour and reminders
will be sent via email.

Community Pancake Breakfast Returns
September 9, 2023 - 8-9:30am 

2nd Saturday in September through
April 2024
$10.00 - Under 12 free!
Looking Forward to Seeing you!
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Rowley Public Library 

SNEUCC


